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Above: Evincing principles of scale developed by Venetian
Renaissance architect Andrea Palladio, the front of the house
features a classical triangular pediment supported by columns. The
second-�oor veranda serves as the roof of the front porch.
Right: The loggia offers a view of the ocean beyond the lawn.

CLASSICAL VARIATIONS

Oceanfront home and Schuler Award-winner recalls British Empire’s architectural treasures.
By DARRELL
HOFHEINZ
Daily News Real Estate Writer

S

ome houses don’t
just stand on their
lots. ey preside
over them.
Such is the case with
Seascape, the elegantly
proportioned British Colonial-style home that on
ursday won its architect, Daniel Kahan, the
Elizabeth L. and John H.
Schuler Award from the
Preservation Foundation
of Palm Beach, which recognizes new construction
in keeping with the character of the town’s architecture.
For an extremely narrow oceanfront lot once
home to the Sea Lord Hotel, Kahan, 30, a partner
with Smith and Moore Architects, worked closely
with client Donna Ward to
design the two-story vacation home she owns with
her husband, Rodney, at
2315 S. Ocean Blvd. on the
island’s South End.
e home’s architecture, informed by classical Palladian principles of
scale, proportion and order, recalls the 18th- and
19th-century plantation
houses built by the British
throughout their colonies,
dominions and territories — in this case, particularly, in Asia, but also in
Africa and the Caribbean.
“e idea was to try to
re-create the sort of home
that you might have found
in the far reaches of the
British Empire,” Kahan
explains. “I’ve long had a
fascination with colonial
architecture and how it
can relate to a subtropical climate. I like the idea
of having a classical ambience in a place where
you live a bit more casually and you’re required to
have a little more deference to the elements.”
With its triangular
front pediment, classical columns, detailed
cornices, broad verandas and symmetrical
�oor plan centered on
an open-to-the-sky interior courtyard, the
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Architectural photography by Michael Stavaridis

In keeping with Palladian architectural principles, the house was designed with an imaginary straight-line axis. In this view from the foyer, the eye
travels straight through the interior courtyard, through the living room’s French doors and out to the ocean. Columns and doorways frame the
vistas. ‘Working in classical proportions lays out a framework that you can work within, but it also allows you creativity in how you use the various
elements,’ says architect Daniel Kahan.

Above: The dining room is furnished with twin tables that can be
rearranged as needed, depending on the size of the gathering. The living
room is through the doorway at the left.
Left: Architect Daniel Kahan of Smith and Moore Architects stands in
front of the British Colonial-style house he designed for Donna Ward, who
is holding her poodles, Truf�e and Angel. An allée of palms borders the
coral-stone stepped terrace. Kahan’s design last week was awarded the
Elizabeth L. and John H. Schuler Award.
Daily News Photo by Jeffrey Langlois, left
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Beautiful transoms
From Page B1
20,000-square-foot house
occupies the central portion of the lot.
e front door faces
west, looking down on a
sloped terrace that leads to
the motor court and, beyond a hedge, a forecourt
and gates opening onto
South Ocean Boulevard.
At the home’s rear, a grassy
lawn stretches toward the
sea.
In keeping its classical
architectural system, the
home and its exterior elements are positioned on
an invisible central axis
that runs, arrow-like, from
the motor court straight
through the front doors,
the interior courtyard,
the living room and out to
sea. Hallways, doors and
windows are carefully arranged to either de� ne the
axis or to bisect it at specific intervals.

A curved staircase ascends from the wide gallery on the north side of the house.
A view from
the front
porch, looking
toward the
motor court,
showcases
the stepped
terrace, which
could one day
be repurposed
as a fountain,
according to
the architect.

A vision realized

Kahan is quick to credit
Donna Ward — a welltraveled interior decorator
and art historian who has
developed and furnished
more than 40 homes across
the globe — with immediately seeing the potential
of the parcel and the home
that could be built there.
“She had this vision
of the lot — and she was
steadfast,” Kahan says.
“I can’t compliment her
enough for her commitment to her vision.”
Ward, in turn, describes Kahan as “a wonderful translator” who
turned her ideas into reality with a minimum of fuss.
“I’m a bit of a bully, a perfectionist,” she says. “But
if you’re not, you can’t see
your vision through.”
She took a hands-on
approach to the project,
working on-site with landscaping crews to ensure
the correct placement
of palm trees and other
plants. is task was particularly important on the
north side of the house.
e lot is directly overlooked by the 10-story Harbour House condominium
next door, and the landscaping provides muchneeded privacy.
Ward, who has remodeled two homes in Palm
Beach, travels extensively
in the Far East. She and her
English husband — a global investment banker who
grew up in what was then
British Somalia as well
as in Singapore — divide
their time among homes
in London, the South of
France, Hong Kong and
Palm Beach.
“is architecture is
very familiar to me. I’ve
done the house from a
heritage idea — it’s not just
decorating,” says Ward,
who chose for the interi-
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SCHULER
AWARD HISTORY
The Preservation
Foundation of Palm
Beach’s Elizabeth L. and
John H. Schuler Award
was founded in 2005 by
the Schulers to recognize
new architecture that
is designed and built
“in keeping with the
traditional styles of Palm
Beach architecture,”
according to the
foundation’s website.
The award complements
the foundation’s Ballinger
Award, which honors
historically sensitive
renovations of large
estates, and its Polly Earl
Award, which honors
similar renovations of
small-scale properties.

ors a re� ned mix of Asian
and Indonesian furnishings, antiques and fabrics.
“I wanted to � ll the house
with the sort of Asian
things I’ve collected over
the years.”
She also worked with
Balinese artisans on the
design of multiple piercedteak carvings, painted
white and installed in
the transoms that Kahan
placed above doors and
French windows throughout the home. Common
in Asia, they � lter natural
light and lend the home an
air of authenticity and an
exotic sense of place, Kahan explains.

ABOUT THE
WINNER
■ 2315

S. Ocean Blvd.,
Palm Beach
■ Architect:

Daniel
Kahan, Smith and Moore
Architects Inc., West
Palm Beach
■ Homeowners:

Donna
and Rodney Ward
■ Contractor:

John Rossi,
LS Construction and
Design, West Palm Beach
■ Interior

decoration:
Donna Ward
■ Landscape

design:
Daniel Kahan and Donna
Ward
■ Landscaping

consultant: Steve Parker,
Parker and Yannette
Design Group, Jupiter

“e idea was that if
this house was being built
at the time we were trying to capture, you’d really
have the cross-ventilation
and the movement of air,”
he says.
Finished last summer,
the house took a year and
a half to build and another
year to plan, he says.

Feeling of authenticity

Workers who visit the
house often mistake it for a
home built in the 1940s or
even earlier, Kahan notes.
at sense of heritage
is one of the reasons the
project appealed to the

Not every element in the
house is traditional. In this
bath, a vanity fashioned
from exotic wood slices
across a plantation-shuttered
window. The idea was to
imply, visually, that an older
bathroom had been updated
with new �xtures.
Preservation Foundation’s
awards committee, says
Alexander Ives, co-director of the nonpro�t organization. e home appears
as if it could have been
designed by one of the island’s noted society architects.
“e house is very
much in the tradition of a
John Volk or a Howard Major,” Ives says.
Yet, as Kahan explains,
the house wasn’t intended as a museum piece. Its
kitchen, for example, is
unabashedly contemporary. And in one light-� lled
guest bathroom, a sleek
vanity top has been positioned directly in front of a
window.
“e effect is that we
started with an older shell
and inserted contemporary elements into it,” Kahan explains. “at makes
the house feel much older
than it is.”
In its decision to honor Kahan, Ives says, the
awards committee didn’t
discount the challenging aspects of the lot or
the home’s location south
of Sloan’s Curve: “It’s nice
to be able to recognize a
project in the South End.
It’s an area of the town
that’s often misjudged. But
here’s an example of something there that is totally
in keeping with the town’s
character.”

— dhofheinz
@pbdailynews.com

